
 

Every three years, the Georgia Agricultural Commodity Commission for Milk (ACCM) 
must hold a producer referendum as required by the Commodities Promotion Act.  In 
order for ACCM to continue as an organization, at least a two-thirds majority (67%) of 
the Georgia dairy producers voting must vote in favor for the continuation of ACCM. 
The Georgia Department of Agriculture sent out ballots to dairymen at the beginning 
of March to reaffirm the 15-cent check-off for another three years. If ACCM is not 
reaffirmed, the 15 cents will still be taken out of your milk check and sent directly to 
national dairy promotion check-off. 

 ACCM engages in numerous projects promoting milk and educating the consumer on 
the importance and nutritional value of dairy products in their diet.  ACCM allots 85 
percent of their assessment dollars to SUDIA for dairy product promotion.  In addition, 
ACCM funds GA's Mobile Dairy Classroom (pictured above), Georgia Farm Bureau 
"Farm Monitor", Georgia National Fair Dairy Exhibit and product promotion (milk and 
ice cream) during key state events.  

By having ACCM, Georgia dairymen are able to keep 10 cents of the 15-cent check-off 
at the state level.  The remainder is sent to the national check-off.  The ACCM Board, 
which consists of five Georgia dairy producers, maintains control of our state dairy 
promotional program.  Currently Tim Camp, Judd Chambers, Phil Harvey, Paul Johnson 
and Rufus Yoder serve on the ACCM Board. 

Please vote "yes" to keep GA ACCM for another three years and return your ballot 
by March 30, 2016.  If you are an eligible producer but did not receive a ballot, or if 
you simply have questions, call the GA Department of Agriculture's Marketing Division 
at (404) 586-1405. 
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GA ACC for Milk Referendum Ends March 30 
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A year ago, the state of 
Indiana set out a new dairy 
strategy that called for 
increasing the state's milk 
processing capacity. On March 
18, Walmart announced they 
will be building a new milk 
processing plant in Fort 
Wayne. ISDA director Ted 
McKinney told the local paper 
that this will be a new market 
for dairy producers in NE 
Indiana. "Every day, 4 million 
pounds of milk leaves Indiana 
unprocessed. With more 
processing capacity, we can 
keep more of that milk here 
and add value." 
 
With construction anticipated 
to begin this summer, 
Walmart will build a more 
than 250,000-square-foot milk 
processing plant, which is 
expected to be one of the 
largest in the industry. The 
highly efficient plant will 
leverage the latest 
technologies to produce Great 
Value and Member's Mark 
white and chocolate milk for 
more than 600 Walmart stores 
and Sam's Club locations in 
Indiana, Illinois, Ohio and 
Northern Kentucky. Walmart 
estimates that milk processing 
will begin in the summer of 
2017. 
 
Indiana is home to 21 dairy 
processing plants and 14 
farmstead operations, helping 
the Hoosier state rank No. 14 
in the nation in milk 
production and No. 2 in ice 
cream production. (Source: 
Hoosieragtoday.com) 

 

Support GA ACCM’s Mobile Dairy Classroom! 
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Forage production is the heart of Georgia’s livestock industry. Our diverse forage systems 
are some of the best in the world. For the fifth straight year, the Georgia 
Cattlemen's Annual Convention begins with a focus on forages with the Georgia Forages 
Conference starting off the week’s events. This Conference is planned for March 30, 
2016 at the Georgia National Fairgrounds in Perry, Georgia. This event allows UGA 
Extension to team up with the Georgia Cattlemen's Association to offer a new learning 
opportunity in combination with the GCA's annual cattlemen's convention. 
 

 
 

For more information or to register for the event, visit the GCA website: 
http://www.georgiacattlemen.org/ or call 478-474-6560. The registration fee is $40 for 
Wednesday program & lunch (but while there, check out all the other exciting programs 
being offered at the GCA convention!)  Registration for the Forages Conference covers a 
notebook and other resources available as handouts. For more information on the forages 
conference visit: http://tinyurl.com/gaforageconf.   
 

 

GA Forages Conference to be Held on March 30th 
 

 
 
 

NMPF Reaffirms Tail Docking Ban on Jan. 1, 2017 
By Jim Dickerell, Dairy Herd Management Dairy Editor 
The National Milk Producers Federation Board (NMPF) of Directors approved changes to its 
FARM (Farmers Assuring Responsible Management) Program Tuesday, including reaffirming 
a ban on tail docking that will go into effect Jan. 1, 2017. 

The tail docking ban, which has been moved up five years at the request of dairy retailers, 
has been the most controversial of the changes to be implemented. NMPF pushed the start 
date forward out of fear that individual food retailers would start implementing their own 
tail docking bans ahead of the original Jan. 1, 2022 date, creating market disruption and 
confusion among consumers. 

Other revisions to take effect next year place greater emphasis on accountability of program 
participants, says Jim Mulhern, NMPF president and CEO. Among them: Greater emphasis on 
employee training, having a documented Veterinarian-Client-Patient relationship for the 
administration and use of antibiotic, and updated protocols on non-ambulatory cattle and 
euthanasia. A summary of the changes can be found online at 
http://nationaldairyfarm.com/producer-resources.  

 

http://tinyurl.com/gaforageconf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total U.S. fluid milk sales in 2015 were 49.465 billion lbs. which is 1.3% lower than the previous year. Some good news, 
the decline is lower than the 3% posted last year, and 2% the year before. Since peaking at 55.426 billion lbs. in 2000, 
fluid sales have steadily declined every year. Some more good news, whole milk sales in 2015 were actually up 4.1% 
compared to the previous year. On the other hand, fat reduced sales were down 3.7%. Breaking its several years of 
positive sales growth, organic milk sales in 2015 were down 1.5%. However, organic continues to increase its share of 
total fluid sales. In 2015, organic represented 4.9% of all fluid milk sales compared to 3.3% in 2010. 
 
 The southeast, which accounts for about 21%  of the nation’s fluid milk sales, declined less than the national average. 
2015 fluid milk sales in the three southeast federal orders totaled 10.513 billion lbs. This is only 0.51% lower than 2014. 
Fluid sales in the Florida order were actually up  
0.29%, while sales in the Appalachian and Southeast 
 orders were only down 0.34% and 1.11%, respectively.  
However, 2015 total fluid sales in the three southeast  
orders were 1.1 billion lbs. lower than in 2010. 
 The following chart shows annual fluid sales in 
each of the southeast federal orders from 2010  
to 2015. Please note these numbers combine  
sales from both plants in and outside of their  
respective marketing orders. A future report 
will shows fluid sales by plants in the marketing 
orders. 
 
 

Fluid Milk Sales Down Again, But A Lower Decline Than Previous 
Years - By Calvin Covington 

 
The 2016 Georgia Junior Commercial Dairy Heifer Show saw another year of success in Perry, Georgia. Students competed 
in showmanship for the titles of Master 4-H Showman and Supreme FFA Showman and exhibited heifers for the honor of 
receiving the Grand Champion title. Huge congratulations to those winning 1st place in Showmanship: 
 

4th Grade -  Holt Sapp, Burke Co.  

5th Grade -  Brent Bohannon, Coweta Co.  

6th Grade -  Sarah Ullom, Coweta Co.  

7th Grade -  Trent Maddox, Jasper Co.  

8th Grade -  Emma Newberry, Oconee Co.  

9th Grade -  Garrett Morgan, White Co.  

10th Grade -  Elizabeth Mansour, Coweta Co.  

11th Grade -  Kara Wilson, Houston Co.  

12th Grade -  Zach Samples, Dawson Co.  

 

Supreme FFA Showman -  Emma Newberry, Oconee Co. 

Master 4-H Showman -  Michaela Pollex, Burke Co. 

Brent Bohannon of Coweta County 4-H receives the 
honor of Grand Champion and a $1,500 award from 
Georgia Farm Bureau President Gerald Long as Carol 
Williams and judge Lynn Lee offer congratulations. 

Photo courtesy of Georgia Farm Bureau 

Georgia Dairy Youth Thrive at 2016 GA Junior Livestock Show  
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January milk production up. Despite the Goliath storm’s impact on dairy farms in New Mexico and Texas, January milk 
production was still up 0.3% nationally. USDA reported 10,000 less cows in the nation’s dairy herd at the end of January. 
More milk continues to be produced in the Midwest and Northeast. Production in Michigan was up 5.9%; both New York 
and Wisconsin were up 4.1%; and Minnesota up 3.4%. The January report shows production down 12.0% and 6.7% in New 
Mexico and Texas, respectively. Combined, New Mexico and Texas report 28,000 less cows compared to a year ago. In the 
two southeast reporting states, production was up 1.3% in Florida, down 3.3% in Virginia.  
 
Commodity prices holding, butter and cheese inventories higher. Butter dropped below $2.00/lb. during February, but as 
of March 3 is back over $2.00. However, the January butter inventory is over 30% higher than January a year ago. Compared 
to January the February CME block cheddar price only declined a penny. Like butter, the American cheese inventory grew 
with the January inventory almost 13% higher than last January. On the powder side, it appears the nonfat dry milk powder 
price has found a floor, with the February AMS price only about a penny lower than January. Unlike butter and cheese, the 
January powder inventory is slightly lower than a year ago.  
 
We keep lowering our blend price 
 projections. Due to increasing cheese and  
butter inventories,  milk production  
remaining strong in the Upper Midwest, 
 and the European Union, our projections 
 keep trending lower. By now we anticipated 
 lower milk production as dairy farmer  
respond to lower margins. The national  
margin has now declined $1.00/cwt. each month for three consecutive months. However, there is no sign of significant milk 
production declines in the Upper Midwest, Northeast, or across the pond in Europe. Cheese production remains strong. 
Over one billion lbs. of cheese was produced in both December and January, the first time in history. We began the year 
projecting 2016 blend prices about $0.50/cwt. lower than 2015. Now our 2016 average is getting closer to $1.50/cwt. lower. 
 
Domestic manufactured product disappearance continues upward trend, but butter and cheese exports are down. 2015 saw 
disappearance of butter, cheese, and nonfat dry milk powder all up compared to 2014 as shown in the table (right). 2015 
saw 53.5% of the nation’s powder production exported, which is up from 51.9% in 2014. Cheese exports in 2015 
represented 5.9% of cheese production down slightly from the 6.4% the previous year. 2015 butter exports declined from  
6.7% of total butter production in 2014 to 2.0%. 
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“It was hard to 
pull that trigger 

at first, 
but now we are 
so glad we did. 

“The best part is that we 
 have virtually eliminated 
 the repro shots, 
 and everything that 
 goes with that, including 
 the time in headlocks. 
 Preg rates went from 
 26-27 to 28-29, and 
 after the learning curve, 
 have increased to 32. 

“We look at herd- and group-level rumination, but find it most helpful 
 on an individual cow basis, allowing us to stop the practice of 
 temping cows during the first 10 days fresh. 

“Good support helped us maximize our investment.”

- Everett, Justin and Daniel Williams, 1800 cows, WDairy, LLC, Madison, Georgia

For more information on SCR Heatime Series 
Ben Wilson | 717.925.6440 | ben.wilson@scrdairy.com 

Steve Pavelski | 608.282.5700 | steve.pavelski@scrdairy.com

Cow intelligence at
www.scrdairy.com
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