
 

 
MILKREVIEW GEORGIA

Issue 

41 
November 2016 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR GEORGIA MILK PRODUCERS, INC. 

ISSUE THIS
Protecting Your Farm  

 
GA Drought Declarations 

Expanded 
 

GDC Hotel Reservation 
Information 

 
GA Dairy Receives  

Quality Award 
 

GA Dairyman Named 
2016 Outstanding Farmer 

 
Dairy Market Report 

 
 

Protecting Your Farm in the Event of an  
Undercover Video or On-Farm Crisis 
 

 

District 8 – Wren’s Meeting 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 
Although Franklin was probably not thinking about animal activists when he first  
coined this phrase, his words are good advice for today’s dairy and livestock producers who live in an 
era of extreme activism, undercover videos and social media. 
 

In our July newsletter, we discussed why dairy farmers should prepare for an undercover video or 
similar crisis.  In the last 10 years, dozens of livestock farms across the United States have been 
attacked by animal rights groups, causing catastrophic damage to the agricultural industry’s reputation 
and sales. Additionally, 35 percent of Millennials believe dairy farmers harm or mistreat their cows. So 
it is important that you consider developing a crisis management plan for your farm whether you milk 
75 or 2,000 cows. 

Once a farmer has identified the need to prepare their farm for an undercover video or crisis, the next 
step is preparing for it, which is no small task.   In order to help dairy farmers prepare for a crisis, Dairy 
Management, Inc. (DMI) has released a 36-page workbook entitled Anticipate. Prepare. Protect.  Below 
is a quick-list of tips on how to prepare for an undercover video on your farm: 

1) Develop a crisis communication plan. During times of crisis, it is easy to get lost in the chaos 
and forget even the most basic steps in handling an issue. Developing a full crisis 
communication plan, including information sheets about your farm and numbers of important 
stakeholders and partners, can help save time and face during challenging times. 

2) Increase farm security. Increasing farm security measures, such as locking gates at night, 
limiting guests and employees to one entrance, requiring sign-in at the farm office or 
prohibiting un-authorized visitors to your farming operation, can help limit the vulnerability of 
your farm to attack.  

3) Be proactive. Communicating with your neighbors, community and the public is one way to 
build trust and credibility in your farm and farming operations. Having one-on-one 
conversations with community members, offering tours of your dairy, providing fact sheets or 
brochures and connecting with consumers over social media are all ways to add transparency 
to your dairy operation.  (Continued on next page) 

 
 

At the 2017 Georgia Dairy 
Conference, Georgia Milk 
Producers will award the 
"Friend of the Dairy 
Industry" Award to an 
individual or company that 
served as a strong advocate 
for Georgia's dairy industry. 
We would like Georgia dairy 
producers to send in 
nominations for this award 
to our office by December 7, 
2016. This award is open to 
any individual who is 
involved with the dairy 
industry (Cooperative 
officials/field 
representatives, feed/supply 
companies or salesperson, 
veterinarian, etc.). Please 
call our office with your 
nomination at 706-310-
0020, fax at 706-310-0025 
or email it to 
gamilkproducers@gmail. 
com. 

MPP 2017 
COVERAGE  DEADLINE 

DEC. 16 
 

In an effort to make 
program improvements that 
encourage participation and 
allow dairy producers to 
make well informed 
coverage election selections 
suitable to their operation’s 
needs, FSA is extending the 
2017 registration and 
coverage election deadline 
under MPP-Dairy to 
December 16, 2016.  For 
more information contact 
your local USDA/FSA Service 
Center. 

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 
FRIEND OF THE 2016 

DAIRY INDUSTRY AWARD 

Leatherbrook Holsteins, Americus 
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4) Educated Yourself and Employees.  As a dairy farmer, you understand what it means 
to provide good care for your cows. You know how to humanely handle animals to 
ensure their comfort and health, all while responsibly managing your land and 
equipment. However, not every worker hired on your farm shares this background. It 
is your responsibility to educate, inform and teach workers about the dairy industry, 
and specifically about animal care, to ensure that they understand the importance of 
proper care. 

 
After being hired, one way to ensure your employees understand your farm and their 
responsibilities is by creating an employee training program and handbook that clearly 
states your on-farm protocols, practices and rules. Also, to ensure proper animal care 
on your farm, hold employees accountable for their practices. You may consider 
creating a “certified milker” program for employees, requiring them to show proper 
and safe animal care and handling, and providing them with a certificate upon 
completion.  Also stress the importance of immediately reporting any signs of 
deliberate animal abuse, neglect, harm or mishandling without fear of retribution. 
 

A farmer's response to a crisis needs to be quick in order to do as much damage control as 
possible – that is why it is important for each farm to have a crisis management plan in place.  
Georgia Milk Producers can also provide support to dairy farms through their recently 
developed GA Dairy Crisis Team.  Georgia Milk has teamed up with key industry partners and 
state regulators to provide assistance to Georgia dairymen during times of crisis.  This team 
can cover a wide variety of issues on the farmer’s behalf – from herd health to environmental 
incidents to undercover videos - and can assistance with handling the media and the public 
during times of stress.  Please contact our office as soon as an incident occurs.  (Source: 
Georgia Milk Producers, Southeast United Dairy Industry Association) 

 
 
 
 

Randolph, Schley, Stewart, Turner, Webster and Wilcox. 
 

The following counties qualify for USDA disaster assistance programs because they are 
contiguous to a primary county: Ben Hill, Columbia, Crisp, Decatur, Dodge, Dooly, Emanuel, 
Houston, Irwin, Jefferson, Johnson, Lee, Lincoln, Macon, Miller, Mitchell, Muscogee, 
Richmond, Seminole, Sumter, Talbot, Taylor, Telfair, Terrell, Tift, Treutlen, Twiggs, Warren, 
Wheeler, Wilkes, Wilkinson and Worth. Clay, Early and Seminole counties also received 
contiguous designation because they border on counties in Alabama that were named 
primary disaster counties. 
 

Farmers in counties named either primary disaster areas or contiguous counties are eligible 
for low interest emergency (EM) loans from USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided 
eligibility requirements are met. Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date 
of the declaration to apply for loans to help cover part of their actual losses. FSA will consider 
each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security 
available and repayment ability. FSA has a variety of programs, in addition to the EM loan 
program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity. 
 

Other FSA programs that can provide assistance, but do not require a disaster declaration, 
include the Emergency Conservation Program, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, the 
Livestock Indemnity Program and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock Program. Interested 
farmers may contact their local USDA Service Centers for more information. Additional 
information is also available online at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.   

More GA Counties Receive Disaster Declarations Due to Drought 

  
 
 
Read more: http://www.gfb.org/agnews/story.asp?RecordID=6328#ixzz4RQB1BiDc 

USDA issued disaster declarations for 18 Georgia counties this week to 
help farmers mitigate their losses due to ongoing drought conditions. 
The following counties received primary designations in recent USDA 
disaster declarations: Baker, Bleckley, Calhoun, Chattahoochee, Clay, 
Dougherty, Early, Laurens, McDuffie, Marion, Pulaski, Quitman,  

(Continued from page one) 

http://www.gfb.org/agnews/story.asp?RecordID=6328#ixzz4RQB1BiDc


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make Your Hotel Reservation for GDC by Dec. 23 
Make Your Hotel Reservation for GDC by Dec. 23 

Take advantage of special room rates for the 2017 Georgia Dairy 
Conference by making your Reservations before Monday, Dec. 23! 

The Savannah Riverfront Marriott is offering room rates for those attending 

the Georgia Dairy Conference from Saturday, Jan. 14, until Wednesday, Jan.  

18, at $125.00/room for single and double occupancy rooms. Individuals are requested to call the hotel at 912-233-7722 or 
800-285-0398 for reservations. Please mention you are with the “GA DAIRY CONFERENCE 2017” when making your 
reservation to ensure that you receive the discounted room rate.  A link to online reservations can be found on our website at 
www.gadairyconference.com.  Parking at the Savannah Riverfront Marriott has been reduced to $5 per day for those 
attending the Georgia Dairy Conference. 

PLEASE NOTE: Any reservation received after the cut-off date will be accepted on a space and rate-available basis. Availability 
and pricing cannot be guaranteed after the cut-off date.  

: Georgia Milk Producers will deduct $100/night for two nights from each Georgia dairy farm’s hotel GEORGIA DAIRYMEN

bill at checkout. It’s our way to show our appreciation for your support and to encourage you to attend your annual dairy 
conference! 

 

Congratulations to the Addis family for recently receiving the 2016 Southeast Quality Milk 
Initiative Award for Georgia during the 2016 SQMI Annual Conference in Tifton.  This 
award recognizes farms that best exemplify quality milk production throughout the Southeast.  
 

SQMI judges screen award applicants, and the top producer from each of the 6 states is 
selected for an award. Award applicants are evaluated for measures of milk quality, systems of 
monitoring udder health, milking routine, protocols for detection and treatment of clinical and 
subclinical cases, and strategies for overall herd health and welfare. 
 

The Addis Dairy farm is located in Rocky Face, Ga., and is owned by David and Linda Addis. 
Established in 1982, this family farm milks 50 Holsteins in a herringbone parlor with a rolling 
herd average of over 19,000 pounds of milk. They also have about 125 acres in corn silage. 
Their average somatic cell count for the year preceding this award was 71,000 per ml.  
 
 

GA Dairy Farm Honored at 2016 SQMI Conference  

The 4th Annual SQMI Annual meeting was a great success, with 80 
individuals in attendance, including dairy producers, veterinarians, dairy 
industry and government representatives, and university faculty and 
students; approximately 35,000 cows were represented. 

SQMI aims to help dairy farmers throughout the region control mastitis 
and lower bulk tank SCC through cost-effective control strategies. A key 
early component of this program was a survey of farmers' attitudes and 
perceptions about mastitis and their ability to affect outcomes. The 
survey was the first step of this multi-year project intended to improve 
the viability of farms individually and the industry as a whole. The 
information collected from the survey helped the SQMI team develop 
Extension programs and support tools to help farmers manage mastitis – 
like the Milk Quality Economic Opportunity Dashboard Calculator.  
Producers can use this tool determine the economic impact mastitis is 
having on their dairies.  For more information on SQMI and their 
resources, visit www.semilkquality.com. 

 

Milk Quality Economic Opportunity Dashboard Developed by 

. Dr. Jeffrey Bewley and Derek Nolan, University of Kentucky



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dairy Situation and Outlook– November 2016 
From: Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 

STAY CONNECTED!   
If you would like to be added to the Georgia Milk Producer’s Email List, please send us an email to: 

gamilkproducers@gmail.com.  Also, find us on Facebook as Georgia Milk Producers! 

  

Looking ahead into 2017 milk prices will depend a lot on the level of milk production. Milk production continues to run 
well above year ago levels with October production up 2.5 %. Milk cow numbers have been declining falling by 6,000 head 
since peaking in August. Of the 23 reporting states 11 had fewer cows than a year ago. But, more milk per cow is driving the 
increase in milk production. Milk per cow was 2.3% higher than a year ago. Of the 23 reporting states just 3 had lower milk 
per cow than a year ago.  
 
After having lower milk production than a year ago for 23 consecutive months, California had 1.8% more milk in October 
than year ago from 2.5% higher production per cow more than offsetting 11,000 fewer cows. Other West/Southwest states 
experienced strong increases in milk production with Idaho up 4.1% and Texas up 8.2%. In the Northeast production was up 
4.9% in Michigan, 4.7% in New York, and 2.2% in Pennsylvania and it was a similar story for the Upper Midwest with 
production up 4.3% in Iowa, 1.9% in Minnesota, 4.4% in South Dakota and 2.2% in Wisconsin. Of the 23 states just 3 
experienced lower milk production –Florida 3.3%, Utah 5.5% and Virginia 2.1%. Milk production for the year will end up 
about 2% higher than 2015. While milk cows will average just 0.1% higher milk per cow will be about 1.7% higher.  
 
USDA is forecasting 2017 milk production to increase another 2.1%. That is a lot of milk. But, we can expect high milk 
prices from continued good butter and cheese sales as well as improved exports as we move through next year. The growth 
in world milk production has slowed as major exporters—EU, New Zealand, Australia and Argentina—all are experiencing 
lower milk production with either a decline or relatively small increases for 2017. U.S. is the only major exporter 
experiencing higher milk production. World demand has picked up with China and other major importers being more active. 
This tightening of world supply and demand will reduce the buildup of world surplus increasing world dairy product prices 
making U.S. dairy products more competitive on the world market. World prices are already showing strength. Prices on the 
Global World Dairy Trade have strengthened for 7 of the last 8 trades.  

As of now it looks like the Class III price maybe in 
the high $15’s at the start of 2017, in the low $16’s 
by the end of first quarter, in the mid-$16’s by 
second quarter, higher $16’s third quarter and with 
the $17’s as a possibility fourth quarter. The average 
for the year could be near $16.50, a good 
improvement over the expected $14.75 this year. 
This is more optimistic than USDA and some other 
forecasters are forecasting. USDA has the Class III 
averaging from $15.30 to $16.20. But, final milk 
prices will be subject to any rather small changes in 
milk production, sales, or exports. 
 
(Price Forecast graph from dairymarkets.org) 
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